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Library > Words > Dictionary 

pol y eth yl ene (pol'e-eth'a-len') 
n. 

A polymerized ethylene resin, used especially for containers, kitchenware, and 
tubing, or in the form of films and sheets for packaging. 
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Library > Reference > Encyclopedia 

polyethylene (pol'eeth 1 alen) , widely used plastic . It is a polymer of ethylene , 
CH 2 [dbond]CH 2 , having the formula ([sbond]CH 2 [sbond]CH 2 [sbond])„, and is produced 
at high pressures and temperatures in the presence of any one of several catalysts , 
depending on the desired properties for the finished product. Polyethylene is resistant to 
water, acids, alkalies, and most solvents. Its many applications include films or sheets for 
packaging, shower curtains, unbreakable bottles, pipes, pails, drinking glasses, and 
insulation for wire and cable. 



